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 Genesis 1:  What comes to mind?  I think it is normal to think of the plot, which is about creation, or 
to think of the controversies surrounding this text, but the literary, revelatory focus is on God! 

 
 Of course, there are great controversies about this text which describes creation.  Was this a literal 

seven day creation or did God develop the universe over billions of years?  Why does this biblical 
account contradict the modern macro-evolutionary theory taught in our schools?  Is the nature of 
the text strictly narrative or purely poetic or poetically narrative?  How could God create light and 
darkness, day and night, before he created the sun?   

 These questions are fascinating and there are hundreds of interesting observations we could 
make from this text.  But the more we pursue these questions and those observations, the more 
we are distracted away from the most important ideas God revealed in this text.   

 So we will spend just a few minutes on all the things which usually excite people, so as to focus 
on what is most exciting, the big ideas, and today that means we will focus on God.  

 
 Let’s read.  Open a Bible to the very beginning of the text, Genesis 1.1.  I will be using the NET, which 

is in the pew Bibles, but you can follow with me in your favorite translation, if you prefer. 

 While you are getting there, let me tell you, the Urban Dictionary on-line says the top definition 
of “genesis” is “a hot girl that everybody wants.”  To me this seems to be a move toward 
anarchy in which words have no consistent meaning, so we will disregard that definition. 

 “Genesis” traditionally means “beginning” or “source.”  The biblical book of Genesis is the 
beginning of the Bible and the source or foundation for all that follows.  It reveals the beginning 
and the source of mankind and the universe.  It is the beginning of everything and the source or 
foundation for everything God wants us to know. 

 
Genesis 1.1-25 NET:  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was 
without shape and empty, and darkness was over the surface of the watery deep, but the Spirit of 
God was moving over the surface of the water.   
 God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light!  God saw that the light was good, so God 
separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light “day” and the darkness “night.” There was 
evening, and there was morning, marking the first day. 
  God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters and let it separate water from 
water.”  So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above 
it. It was so.  God called the expanse “sky.” There was evening, and there was morning, a second day. 
 God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place and let dry ground appear.” It 
was so.  God called the dry ground “land” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” God saw that it 
was good.  God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: plants yielding seeds according to their kinds, 
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.” It was so.  The land produced 
vegetation– plants yielding seeds according to their kinds, and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. God saw that it was good.  There was evening, and there was morning, a 
third day. 
 God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and 
let them be signs to indicate seasons and days and years, and let them serve as lights in the expanse 
of the sky to give light on the earth.” It was so.  God made two great lights– the greater light to rule 
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over the day and the lesser light to rule over the night. He made the stars also. God placed the lights 
in the expanse of the sky to shine on the earth, to preside over the day and the night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. God saw that it was good.  There was evening, and there was morning, a 
fourth day. 
 God said, “Let the water swarm with swarms of living creatures and let birds fly above the 
earth across the expanse of the sky.”  God created the great sea creatures and every living and moving 
thing with which the water swarmed, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its 
kind. God saw that it was good.  God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
water in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.”  There was evening, and there was 
morning, a fifth day. 
 God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: cattle, creeping 
things, and wild animals, each according to its kind.” It was so.  God made the wild animals according 
to their kinds, the cattle according to their kinds, and all the creatures that creep along the ground 
according to their kinds. God saw that it was good. 
 

 Our first big idea is God is eternal. 
 
 Look again at the very start of the text.  Even among Bible-believing Evangelicals, there is much 

debate about the beginning of the beginning, about vv.1-5.   

 Some scholars assume this is simple narrative, so v.2 describes an early phase in creation.   

 Others believe v.1 describes the original creation, but v.2 describes the situation after the 
rebellion of Satan and his angels, that there was desolation.   

 Still others believe all of this, even v.1, describes God’s activity after the rebellion of Satan and 
his angels.  These scholars do believe the Bible says God created everything, but not in Genesis 1 
[they would refer you to John 1.3; Hebrews 11.3; at least Genesis 2.4].   

 More recently, some faithful scholars have questioned whether Genesis 1 is narrative at all.  All 
of Genesis has poetic form, Genesis 1 especially so, therefor these scholars argue Genesis 1 
states theological truth poetically, but does not offer historical narrative. 

 
 Let us focus on the big idea in these verses:   Before anything, God existed.  Before time existed, God 

existed.  God is eternal. 

 Suppose we had a length of string which represented time.  The very tip of the end I would be 
holding would represent today, and the string would run down the center of the church, down 
the hallway, through room two, out the side doors, across the field, down the street, ending up 
and Bell’s Delite, because we want to represent creation as something good. 

 What is past that end of the string?  There is no universe out there, there is no time out there, 
there is no out there out there.  Yet God is out there, God existed always, even before time.  It’s 
beyond our comprehension, but that’s ok; everything about God is beyond our comprehension. 

 
 Look at the very beginning of the beginning, in v.1.  The whole Bible narrative begins with, “In the 

beginning God … In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”   

 It’s a daring claim.  There was nothing, but God; not God and others, not God and space or 
matter, there was only God.   
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 God created all the universe out of nothing.  God is greater than creation, for he is the creator, 
without limits or beginning.  God is eternal. 

 

 Our second big idea is God created everything. 
 
 Look again at v.1.  The Hebrew noun translated as “God” [ֱאֹלִהים] is actually plural, which in the 

Hebrew language could emphasize majesty.   

 There is only one God.  Deuteronomy 4.39 NET:  Today realize and carefully consider that the 
LORD [Yahweh] is God [ֱאֹלִהים] in heaven above and on earth below– there is no other! 

 There is one God, named Yahweh, God is one, but he is called [ֱאֹלִהים] to emphasize his majesty. 
 
 Look again at v.1.  The Hebrew verb translated as “created” [א רָּ  is used in the Old Testament only [בָּ

of God.  Nobody else can do anything like what God did.   

 In three days, God created light, sky and sea, and the land with plant life.  In three more days, 
God created bodies to shine light, creatures to fill the sky and sea, and creatures to fill the land.   

 In v.1, the phrase “the heavens and the earth” is a poetic way of saying “everything.”   
  
 That’s our second big idea:  God created everything.  He created the whole universe, out of nothing.   

 We discern that God is sovereign, meaning he has ultimate power and authority.  God created 
everything by choice, as he willed.  

 Now he rules creation the same way.  Would we deny that God has this right?  If he created the 
universe, he is greater than the universe and he owns the universe.  

 Colossians 1.16 tells us God the Father created all things through the Son of God and for the Son 
of God.  Our triune God is both creator and ruler of everything.   

 
 God revealed his authority not only by creating everything, also by shaping and naming it all.  And 

we see God setting boundaries:  He separated the light and the darkness, the clouds and the seas, 
and the land from the sea.   

 God made distinctive types of organisms, including sea creatures, creatures for the air, land 
animals, and plants.  And for each species, he set a boundary that each would be its own kind 
and would reproduce its own kind.   

 These details are included to emphasize that God not only created everything, he remains 
sovereign over everything.  He has all power and authority over what he has created.   

 That can seem frightening, but with that power and authority, God sustains all life and the 
universe; it is a good thing.  Speaking specifically about the Son of God, Colossians 1.17 NET:  He 
himself is before all things [eternal] and all things are held together in him.  He is both creator 
and sustainer of the universe and of life.   

 God created everything out of nothing. 
 

 Our third big idea is God is so powerful, he could create by speaking. 
 
 The creation account has a sophisticated literary structure in Hebrew, designed to emphasize the 

power, majesty, and wisdom of God.   
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 And God is such a good writer, he can reveal truth about himself and creation, in an incredible 
poetic form, while at the same time revealing more truth to counter the religions around Israel 
when God inspired Moses to write the text down.   

 Look at v.3, for example.  Pagan religions often thought the sun and moon were the source of 
light, so they worshipped the sun and moon; but our text reveals God is the source for light, not 
the sun, and for that matter, God is the creator of the sun. 

 Look at v.21.  Pagan mythology thought the great sea creatures were themselves gods or at 
least to be feared, but God reveals that they are merely something he created, which he can 
control.  We use the word omnipotent, meaning God is all powerful, he is the almighty. 

 
 God is in control, which brings up our third big idea: God is so powerful, he could create by speaking.   

 Can you imagine that?  The text reveals that God said “Let there be light”; and there was light!  
That God said “Let there be seed bearing plants and fruit trees”; and it was so!  

 God created in us a desire to create like God; tell me, in what way do you most like to create? 

 God created in us a desire to create like God.  Some of us are artistic, making vessels out of clay, 
pictures with ink or chalk, castles out of sand, inspiring music.  Others of us are good with tools, 
and can build machines or houses or cathedrals.  Others of us are writers, gardeners, software 
programmers, cooks, VBS set designers.   

 God has blessed us with amazing creative talents, which reflect his creativity.  But how many of 
us can create out of nothing?  We might start with nothing but ourselves, but even then – once 
we have an idea – we need a blank page, a lump of clay, some building supplies.   

 Our creativity is a reflection of God’s, but it is not the same.  God created everything out of 
nothing!  God created everything by speaking!  That is some serious ability and power! 

 
 Unlike most gods in pagan religions, the real God is transcendent, he is separate from creation.     

 We can counter other pagan myths by noting that creation did not emanate out from God, 
rather it is a product of his will.  He created everything from nothing simply by choosing to speak 
it into existence.  God is so powerful, he could create everything out of nothing by speaking. 

 

 Our fourth big idea is God showed amazing and diverse creativity.   
 
 There is a lot of controversy about the seven day creation account in this text.   

 Geologists believe the earth is older than described in the Old Testament.  Those who believe in 
macro-evolution disagree with the depiction of God creating each species uniquely and quickly.   

 While nobody disagrees with micro-evolution, macro-evolution suffers from many scientific 
flaws, so more and more biologists, bio-chemists, physicists, cosmologists, geneticists, and 
paleontologists are joining the alternative scientific movement called Intelligent Design.  But it is 
harder to argue with geologists.   

 
 Some believers who agree with the geologists are among those who believe God created everything, 

but used poetry rather than narrative in Genesis 1.  They ask how God could create evening and 
morning on day one but not create the sun, moon, and stars to distinguish them until day four.     
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 They suggest Genesis 1 is not chronological, that it is poetry designed to emphasize theological 
truths.  Problems exist with that idea; particularly that if we give up a literal seven day creation 
account, there is no apparent basis for the Sabbath commandment given to Israel [Exodus 20.9].   

 
 It is important for us to remember in these debates that Scripture is revelation that never lies; and 

creation is revelation that never lies; but we have problems interpreting both, so both theology and 
science sometimes err.  That’s why theology and science sometimes disagree, one or the other or 
maybe both are wrong in how they interpret revelation from God. 

 
 It also is important not to get distracted from the big ideas.  Our fourth big idea is God showed 

amazing and diverse creativity.   

 Psalm 19.1 NET:  The heavens declare the glory of God; the sky displays his handiwork. 

 Just think of all the things God created!  Everything from comets to dandelions to ladybugs.  
How many different types of plants are there?  How many different kinds of weeds growing by 
the side of the road?  Kew Gardens in London says there are over 11,000 types of grass! 

 Now think of the elephant with its long trunk, which it uses to breathe, to eat, to bathe, and to 
play.  Think about hummingbirds, with wings that beat ten to eighty times per second.  Think of 
the thistle plant, which begins three feet below my back deck, comes out between the boards, 
grows another three feet, then blooms, to reproduce more thistle plants. 

 Think about your own body, how it has different parts that all are useful in themselves and 
miraculously coordinated to function together so you can live.  Think how one part, like your 
hand, has sub-parts, like bone, muscle, tendon, ligament.   

 And each of those is comprised of millions of cells.  And those cells are comprised of even 
smaller parts, like ribosomes, cytoplasm, and a nucleus.  Even these are comprised of molecules, 
like water, which in turn is comprised of atoms such as hydrogen and oxygen.  And even the 
atoms are comprised of smaller units, protons, neutrons, and electrons; and we think even 
protons have smaller elements like quarks.  Not only is God beyond my comprehension, so am I! 

 Now all these things have to work together perfectly, perfectly!  In every part of your body, 
there are billions of these little miraculous machines, all miraculously doing their own thing, yet 
miraculously in perfect coordination with each other.   

 What does that tell you about God’s love and provision for his creation?  What does that tell you 
about the amazing creativity and engineering capability of God?  Truly, God showed amazing 
and diverse creativity.  

 

 Our fifth big idea is that all which God created was good; because God is good, creation was good. 
 
 Critics and even some believers struggle with this text which says God created light three days 

before he created the sun and stars.  It is true that eventually God would allow the sun and stars to 
emit light, but he generated light even before he created the sun and stars.   

 This text does not reflect scientific ignorance nor is it necessarily a poem which ignores scientific 
fact.  Rather it makes a point about God as the source. 

 1 John 1.5 NASB:  This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God 
is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all.   
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 2 Corinthians 4.6 NIV:  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light 
shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God's glory displayed in the face of 
Christ. 

 God is light!  He is the source of all light, physical and spiritual.  If you can believe that God could 
create the sun, then it’s not hard to believe that he could shine his light even without a sun. 

 We will observe this ourselves someday in Christ’s kingdom.  Revelation 22.3-5 NET:  And there 
will no longer be any curse, and the throne of God and the Lamb will be in the city. His 
servants will worship him, and they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  
Night will be no more, and they will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, 
because the Lord God will shine on them, and they will reign forever and ever. 

 
 Whether Genesis 1 is poetry or narrative, it is significant that when all was formless, God first 

created light.   

 Throughout the Bible there is a contrast between spiritual darkness and spiritual light, and this 
contrast often is represented by physical darkness and physical light.  Spiritual light empowers 
eternal life; physical light empowers temporal life. 

 
 God created light and life, and our fifth big idea is that all which God created was good.   

 Theologically, we should always keep in mind that what is good actually is defined by who God is 
and what God does; God is good, no matter what we think.  But the language of Genesis 1 is 
meant to communicate that what God created was good in our sense of the word too.   

 
 All that God created not only was pure, it was useful for God’s purposes.  Think about God’s amazing 

design, the perfect set up to sustain human life here.  The structure of the universe is as amazing as 
the structure of our bodies. 

 Look at v.11.  Do you know scientists say without seed plants there could be no human life?   

 If certain laws of physics were just slightly different, there could be no life at all.  Physicist 
Stephen Hawking wrote [A Brief History of Time, 125], “The laws of science, as we know them at 
present, contain many fundamental numbers... The remarkable fact is that the values of these 
numbers seem to have been very finely adjusted to make possible the development of life.”   

 From nothing, God created the universe perfectly tuned to support life.  From nothing God 
created the earth; from the earth God created form; within form God created life.  God created 
light amidst the darkness, land amidst the sea, air amidst the waters. 

 Because God is benevolent, we have nothing to fear from creation.  All is good.  And then God 
blessed each species with potency for life, the ability to multiply. 

 
 I mentioned earlier the debate about whether v.2 was part of original creation or some subsequent 

event.  What concerns scholars is the idea that God created chaos, something without shape and 
empty [NET], formless and void [NASB].  I think they are distracted from the big idea.   

 This verse gives imagery about God’s act of creation.  What’s important is to see that God did 
not leave us without shape.  God did not leave the universe formless, nor did he allow darkness 
to reign.  The result of God’s work is order, not chaos; everything keeps to its allotted place and 
does not transgress its limits. 
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 The biblical text and the laws of physics and the observations of biology show us God shaped the 
universe exactly how it had to be for human life.  And even thinking in terms of spirituality or 
knowledge, God did not leave us in darkness or chaos.  

 Turn in your Bible to Isaiah 45.18 [page #817 in the Pew Bibles].  In Genesis 1.2, it says the earth 
was without shape, in Hebrew the earth was [הּו  Now look at Isaiah 45.18-19 NET:  For this is  .[ת ֹּ֫
what [Yahweh] the LORD says, the one who created the sky– he is the true God, the one who 
formed the earth and made it; he established it, he did not create it without order [he did not 
create it הּו  ,he formed it to be inhabited– [now this is what God says] “I am [Yahweh] the LORD ,[ת ֹּ֫
I have no peer.  I have not spoken in secret, in some hidden place. I did not tell Jacob's 
descendants [Israel], ‘Seek me in vain! [NASB: “Seek Me in a waste place”; הּו  again; even ת ֹּ֫
spiritually, he was not leaving them in darkness…]’ I am [Yahweh] the LORD, the one who speaks 
honestly, who makes reliable announcements.”   

 God did not create the earth to be [הּו  he finished his work and formed it to be inhabited by ,[ת ֹּ֫
people made in his image.  We’ll talk about that next week!  For now, recognize that all which 
God created was good. 

 
 Look back at Isaiah 45.22-25 NET:  [God says] “Turn to me so you can be delivered, all you who live 

in the earth's remote regions [like America]! For I am God, and I have no peer.  I solemnly make this 
oath– what I say is true and reliable: ‘Surely every knee will bow to me, every tongue will solemnly 
affirm; they will say about me, “Yes, [Yahweh] the LORD is a powerful deliverer.”’” All who are angry 
at him will cower before him.  All the descendants of Israel will be vindicated by the LORD and will 
boast in him. 

 Our God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – is the unique eternal being.  He created everything, and 
he is so powerful he could create by speaking.  He displayed amazing and diverse creativity and 
all he created is good.  This is our God!  

 
 How can that knowledge help you?  How about when you are reading the Bible and you see God did 

something you don’t understand, or God commands something you don’t like?  Remembering who 
God is can help you trust and obey.  

 What about when you are feeling overwhelmed?  Most of us probably felt overwhelmed during 
VBS week; I have often felt overwhelmed since becoming a pastor.  What about when you are 
frustrated, because life is not turning out like you dreamed or your things are not going according 
to your plans?  What about when you are fearful, that you will lose your job or fall ill, that your 
dog is lost, your children have to go out of your sight and care every day to school?   

 Our God is the unique eternal being.  He created everything, and he is so powerful he could create 
by speaking.  He displayed amazing and diverse creativity and all he created is good.  This is our 
God!  And we learned this week that he has the power to provide! he has the power to comfort! 
he has the power to heal! he has the power to forgive and save! and he has the power to love us 
forever.  This is our God, and knowing him should help you trust him, obey him, worship him. 

 Turn to this amazing God every day, so you can be delivered – saved from sin and evil, empowered 
to success or empowered to endure, always empowered to glorify him – for he is God, and he has 
no peer, there is no other.  And there is no other we need. 

 Let’s pray. . . 


